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GARDEN GLEANINGS   
Master Gardener Volunteer Newsletter 

Stark County, Ohio  -  Published August 25, 2011 
 

The Stark County Master Gardener Newsletter is published 6 times a year. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Phipps Conservatory and Botanical Gardens  
 
I am happy to report that the trip was a tremendous hit and 
many compliments were received from participants given 
that everything ran so smoothly!  We were right on schedule 
and the bus was full.  Even when we had a last minute 
cancellation someone from the waiting list was ready to fill 
the space.  
 
There were 5 docents that led 11 of us guests on a guided 
tour.  With 100° temps, unfortunately it was too hot to view 
some of the outside gardens. 
 
The group enjoyed a video on the bus ride to Phipps. 
Another added touch were 6 garden-related door prizes at 
the end of the trip before arriving back in Canton (donated 
by Annemarie Miller).  
 
Information distributed to participants included bookmarks 
regarding the Fall Symposium and also flyers on the 
W.O.R.M. program.  I presented a brief overview of both 
and hope to see MGVs participating in both! 
 
I was happy to see some of our new interns on the trip.   
   Ideas for a possible trip next summer can be 
     forwarded to me to consider since this trip was  
        enjoyed by all!  

             Sincerely,  Annemarie Miller 
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3rd Annual Fall Gardening Symposium! 
 

BOTANICA 2011 - 
Beyond the Basics 

 
Saturday, October 1, 2011 

from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 
 

Cost is $25 for the Gardening Public 
$20 for Stark Master Gardeners 

 
The program includes refreshments, 

door prizes, and a raffle.  
 

Registration now open! 
 

See details & registration information 
on page 8. Hope to see you there! 

 

Monday - September 5, 2011 
 
The inception of the Labor Day  

holiday dates back to the late 1800's 
when labor unions formed.  It was celebrated by the 
government as a day to recognize the 

accomplishments of the American worker. 
 

Now, it signifies a day without labor where 

government entities and many private employers 
allow their workforces to take a day off with pay. As 
the holiday evolved, many Americans celebrate 

Labor Day with parties and parades; as it signifies the 
last day of summer and the start of a new school year. 
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2011 Meetings 
Our next regular meeting is scheduled for: 

Tuesday, September 27- 6:00 p.m. 
SCDL-North Branch 

(189-25th Street NW, Canton, OH 44709) 
 
NOTE:  The membership voted at the January meeting to change 
meeting location to SCDL–North Branch--so that is where the 
meetings will be held this year! 

   
 
 

"Someone's sitting in the shade 
 today because someone 
 planted a tree a long time ago."    
- Warren Buffett 
 

 

 

 

GARDEN INFORMATION LINE  
 

330-830-7700, ext. 113 or 114 
 9 a.m.-Noon 

Tuesdays - March thru October 
 
The Garden Info Line is the vehicle by which trained MG 
Volunteers assist their OSUE office with outreach to the 
public.  By assisting with the info line MGVs avail 
themselves of opportunities to increase their horticultural 
know-ledge as well as their research skills.  
 
Under Extension’s new restructuring plan, our office is 
having to respond to even more questions from citizens 
throughout our Crossroads EERA, so we would appreciate 
it if more MG volunteers would give time toward the 
Garden Information Line in 2011. Contact Carolyn Mikuta 
for more information and details on scheduling a spot to 
volunteer!  
 
 
 

State Master Gardener website: 
http://mastergardener.osu.edu 

 

 

 

 
Speaker’s Bureau   

The Speaker’s Bureau serves as the 
connecting link between MGVs who 

would like to share their interest and 
knowledge of gardening with groups in 

Stark County who share that interest. 
 

If you have spoken to a group, don’t forget to report your 
statistics (Group Name, number in attendance) to Eunice! 
 
Currently there are 32 MGVs; some volunteers speak on 
one topic only while others speak on many.  If you would 
like to discuss adding your name as a Speaker’s Bureau 
Volunteer, please call Eunice at 874-2692 to discuss the 
details (mornings, if possible). 
 

 

 

Stark County Master Gardener website: 
http://starkmg.org 

Chairpersons and project/activity leaders are 
encouraged to submit details of your programs/ 
projects to Maureen Austin (along with some 
photographs) so that Craig Sonntag can upload 
them to the MGV website. This way, yearly and 
current updates on MGV programs and projects 
will be featured under the “Community Projects” 
link on the MGV website. 

 
 

W.O.R.M. Project         
 

The general goal of this project is to rescue gardens in 
the Stark County area.  Phase I entails rescuing plants 
from the gardens of garden clubs, family/friends and local 
nurseries.  Members of the W.O.R.M. committee will 
remove the plants.   
 
Plants donated will be contributed to the Stark County 
Plant Expo Sale and to Habitat for Humanity.  Unused 
plants will be put in our holding bed at the Ohio State 
Extension Office in Massillon.  Please contact Annemarie 
Miller for more information or to become involved! 
 

Thank you, Annemarie Miller 
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2011 Continuing Education Opportunities 

Date Time Program Presenter CE Location Facilitator 

       

Tuesday 

August 30 

NOTE Chg! 

6-8pm 
Blueberries in the Garden 

and Landscape  
(Rescheduled from 8/23!) 

Tom Dayton, owner of 

Dayton Nurseries 
1.5 

Stark County 

District Library 
Priscilla Kiehl 

Tuesday 

September 6 

Noon- 

1:30pm 

NE Ohio College of 

Medicine 

Medicine Garden 

Guided Tour 
1.5 

Rootstown 

 

Nancy Quinn 

Simon 

Tuesday 

October 11 

5:30-

7:30pm 

Fabaceae Beans 

Peas 
Dr. Jennifer Clevinger 1.5 Walsh University Carroll Rippel 

Tuesday 

November 8 
TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD Melinda Stewart 

 

 

Invasive Plant Identification 

& Control Workshop 
 
 Where:  Beech Creek Botanical Garden & Nature 
    Preserve, 11929 Beech Street NE, Alliance, OH 
    44601. Meet at the Visitor Center. 
 
 When:  Saturday, October 1, 2011, 1:00 – 3:30 PM 
 
 What:   We’ll have a brief indoor discussion and 
    slideshow of invasive plants. Then we’ll go for a 
    short walk on the hiking trails to identify non- 
    ative invasive plants like bush honeysuckle, 
    autumn olive, privet, and buckthorn.  
 
    Several control methods will then be demon- 
    strated and discussed. 
 
 Why:  Invasive plants are a major threat to our  
    environment and our economy. They have a  
    negative impact on wildlife habitat, recreation, 
    timber production, and the natural beauty of our 
    forests. 
 
 This workshop is FREE.  
 
 Landowners participating in the OFTL Program who attend 

this program will receive credit for 2 hours of forestry 
education. 

 
 Kindly let us know if you 
 plan on attending: 
 
 Annemarie Smith   614-265-6366 
  
 Email:  InvasiveSpeciesForester@dnr.state.oh.us 
 

 

2011 Perennial of the Year! 

ARKANSAS AMSONIA  Amsonia hubrichtii 

 

The Perennial Plant Association has chosen for the 2011 

perennial of the year the Arkansas amsonia, also known as 

Arkansas bluestar and threadleaf bluestar. The plant was first 

discovered by Leslie Hubricht in Arkansas in 1942 and his 

name was given to this species.  

 

Light blue flowers appear in late April to early May in 

domed panicles at the ends of the stems. The flowers are 

attractive to swallowtail butterflies and especially zebra 

swallowtails. The grassy foliage ranges from over an inch to 

3 inches long and the plants produce clumps about 2 to 3 

feet tall.  

 

In October the foliage is second to none with a golden to 

clear yellow color, making it one of the few herbaceous 

perennials with good fall color that lasts for weeks. 

 

        ---submitted by Eunice Shonk 
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2011 MGV Officers: 
Elaine Regas - President        Louise Walker - Vice President 

Barb Silvestri - Secretary         Walt Edgell - Treasurer 
Want to find out a little more about a project/committee and ask how you (MGVs & Interns!) might ‘sign on’ to assist (or 
receive updates from chairpersons)? Below is a listing of the projects/committees and the committee chairpersons. 
 
Contact information located in your pocket directory! 

PUBLIC OUTREACH/EDUCATION   

USDA Service Center Peopleõs Garden 
 
Our garden is coming along nicely!  
 
Due to the hot weather we are in need of volunteers to water. 
The hose that was used to attach to the sprinklers is broken, so 
if anyone has an extra hose at home and they are not using it at 
the present time we could use it. We will see that it gets 
returned to you at the end of the season. Watering is being 
done by hand.  
 
Harvest as you can see from the pictures is coming along nicely. 
Thanks so much to Maureen at OSU for delivering our harvest! 
 
Please feel free to come over and volunteer! 
 

Leanne W ise-Helmke PT 
Stark County FSA Office 

 

Project/Committee Chairperson / Contact 

Garden Information Line Carolyn Mikuta   

Speaker’s Bureau Eunice Shonk     

Growing Gardens, Growing 
Partnerships 

Dee Beyeler  
& Danielle Grimm   

Youth Education Programs Bonnie Popa, liaison  

Stewardship Gardens: “The Learning Gardens” 

Phenology Garden (located at 
USDA Service Center) 

   
Rain Garden  

(located at USDA Service Center) 

Rita Mullett  
& Ann Bleau 
 
Carmen Oyenque 
 

Butterfly Garden  
(located at USDA Service Center) 

Nancy Quinn-Simon 
  

W.O.R.M. Garden  
(to be located at USDA Service 

Center) 

Annemarie Miller  
  

Stewardship Garden:   
SC Fairgrounds 7th St Entrance 

Nancy Tressel   
  

PUBLIC RELATIONS/FUNDRAISING 

Plant Expo Judy Daigen  
& Jane Sellew   
   

Fall Symposium Carroll Rippel  
& Annemarie Miller 
  

MGV Website Craig Sonntag  

MGV Information Booth Maureen (for now) 

Public Relations Janet Whitlatch,  
Louise Walker,  
& Elena Thompson 

INTERNAL BUSINESS, COMMUNICATION, EDUCATION 

Continuing Education Nancy Quinn-Simon 

Newsletter Danielle Grimm   

MGV Banquet Kathy Humble  
& Susan Beatty   

 

 

When gardeners garden, it is not 

just plants that grow, but the 

gardeners themselves. 

   -   Ken Druse 
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Request from the Fall 

Symposium Committee   
The Fall Symposium Committee is requesting your help 
through donations of annual, perennial, and/or herb seed 
packets  to place inside each folder participants receive. 
 
If you are able to donate, please pass along donated seed 
packets to committee co-chair, Annemarie Miller-ɀor if 
you bring them by the OSUE office, Maureen will leave a 
box in her office for them. 
  
Plans are coming along great for the symposium, and 
Carroll has been doing a wonderful job organizing the 
event.  )ȭÍ ÓÕÒÅ ÓÈÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÕÐÄÁÔÅ ÙÏÕ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÔÅÓÔ soon! 
Thanks so much for your help,  Annemarie 
 
 
 
 
 

Large Milkweed Bug  
Oncopeltus fasciatus 
Order: Hemiptera (True Bugs)   Family: Lygaeidae (Seed Bugs) 
 
The insect feeds on the seeds of milkweed plants. Feeding takes 
toxic cardiac glycosides from the host plant and its bright reddish-
orange and black color patterns of the nymphs and adults 
advertise their toxicity.  
 
Development of the milkweed bug from egg to adult is 
incomplete metamorphosis (see below).  The newly emerged 
nymph is about the size of a pinhead and is bright orange. It grows 
by a series of molts, with stages between molts are called instars.  
There are 5 nymphal instars, each lasting about six days at 84 
degrees F.  The adult lives for about one month.  
 
Milkweed bugs often gather in groups on the milkweed plant. This 
gregarious behavior probably enhances their warning coloration.  
Their positive impact on ecosystem is that they are bugs that are 
one of a small group of insects that have the ability to tolerate the 
toxic compounds in the milkweed plant and therefore important 
in regulating populations of milkweed.  
 
Since the Large Milkweed Bug life cycle does not interfere with 
that of the Monarch Butterfly, what should you 
do if you encounter these insects? That’s up to 
you--you can leave them alone, but since they 
don't bite or sting they are easily squished.  The 
easiest method for ridding them if an entire 
bunch is gathered on a seed pod, wrap a paper 
towel around the entire bundle, pull the pods 
and insects off and squish them. Keep in mind… 
the smaller ones move pretty fast, and the 
adults can fly, so make your move quickly! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Gardens teach lessons that can’t be learned any place else! 
My garden is no exception. Here are this summer’s lessons: 
 

1. The best way to predict rain is to apply any 
 insecticide, fungicide, or critter deterrent that 
 must be applied again after it rains. I believe 
 one can actually make it rain by doing this. 
 

2. The best time to deadhead daylilies is in the evening 
when the flower is still in bloom. This readies the plant 
for the next day’s new blooms. I’ve never known a 
gardener who could actually do this. 

 

3. Stepping into a flower bed without crushing plants is 
easy; backing out safely is impossible. 

 

4. Slugs and snails can actually slime their way up the 
stalks of both lilies and daylilies that are 3 feet off the 
ground, and still have enough energy to nibble leaves. 

 

5. Raccoons are naturally curious and will open anything 
to check inside including ‘Sweeny’s Mole Bait’ and 
‘Critter Ridder’. A large fastened tool box container 
does not deter them. 

 

6. If you use old woven-wire fencing to make inexpensive 
tomato cages, you will not be able to get your hand 
through the wire to pick the tomatoes. If you do wiggle 
your hand in, you can’t get the tomatoes out. 

 

7. Removing day-old wine-colored daylily flowers will leave 
wine-colored stains on your hands. They will also stain 
your favorite yellow t-shirt if you lean across them. 

 

8. Earwigs can take up home in seldom used outside water 
faucets. This is startling when you turn n the water and 
earwigs come out. It also gives you pause before 
drinking from an outside faucet. 

 

9. Pruners lost in the garden are usually found by the lawn 
mower. 

 

10. Early poison ivy leaves are shaped like a heart. “Leaves 
of Three” appear later as “true” leaves. Either can give 
you a rash if susceptible. 

 

11. The fingertips of the left-hand garden glove wear out 
before the right-hand glove. There is very little you can 
do with 3 right-hand gloves. 

 
 

           And so it goes... Hemiptera Life Cycle 
Incomplete Metamorphosis 
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 From:  Fast Grow the Weeds:   http://fastgrowtheweeds.com 

 

 

PURSLANE GAZPACHO , for 6 
Ohmahgah, Purslane City!  Time for a little Revenge, Served Cold: 
(Note:  I find it best to cut the purslane by first gathering up all its sprawling arms together and cutting it 

off, pony-tail style, about an inch above where the branches leave the ground.  Purslane can be messy to 

clean if you pull it up roots and all.) 

 

INGREDIENTS:  
Á  About 1 gallonõs worth of purslane leaves & branches 

Á  2 small cucumbers, peeled 
Á  2-4 fleshy tomatoes (preferably green when ripe, like Aunt 

 Rubyõs German Green, or Green Zebra; any color will do 

Á  4 large cloves hardneck garlic (or more) to taste 

Á  1 medium red or yellow onion 

Á 1 small hot chili, stemmed, and seeded too if itõs really 

obnoxious 

Á 2 C tomato juice or water to get the blender working 

correctly 

Á 1/3 C olive oil  

Á salt and pepper to taste 

Á chives or green onions for garnish; vinegar for taste 

 

DIRECTIONS:  

1. This makes a shockingly green soup:  the more red tomatoes you add, the more muddied the color so be warned!   

2. Clean purslane in a few changes of water, and strip off smaller branches from the larger trunk branches, discarding the 

trunks (unless of course theyõre small then use all of it).   

3. Core but donõt skin the tomatoes, and clean and halve onions and garlic.  Reserve part of the tomatoes, cucumber, onion, 

and purslane, set aside.   

4. Blend remaining ingredients (it might take a couple batches to get it all) in either a blender or a food processor, and place 

contents in a bowl.   

5. Chop reserved veggies, add to chives/green onions, and add to bowl.    

6. Test for salt (it can take a lot of salt) and add vinegar if it needs to be brighter.   

7. Chill, serve. 

 

 

WEEDERõS FRIEND PASTA SALAD, serves 6 
 

INGREDIENTS:  
Á  
Á 1 lb dried pasta like oriecchette (or really any small 

/ salad-friendly pasta), cooked al dente and then 

cooled immediately; tossed with 2 T olive oil, 

then chill & assemble rest of ingredients 

Á  About a quart or more of purslane leaves and 

small branches:  after their cold-water bath, pull 

leaves, chop branches finely 

Á  2-3 C of lambsõ quarters, young leaves only 

Á  F resh turnips, cucumbers, kohlrabi and/or 

carrots, about 2 C worth once cleaned and cubed 

Á  2-3 large red beets and their leaves: peel, cube and 

steam beets until crisp-tender and chop and 

reserve beet stems and greens 

Á  2-5 radishes, cleaned and 

slivered, or 1/2 cup or more 

whole radish seed pods 

(quite edible, and tasty!) 

Á  1/2 C or more chopped fleshy 

herbs to taste (oregano, parsley, basil, etc.) and some 

thyme leaves thrown in too 

Á Chopped red onions or scallions to taste 

Á  3/4 C or more of your favorite garlic-heavy dressing:  

this works well with a garlic/buttermilk or 

garlic/yogurt dressing, or a lemony vinaigrette 

Á  1 C goatõs milk feta, crumbled, or to taste 

 

DIRECTIONS:  

Toss all veggies in a very large bowl with cooled pasta and the dressing. The beets make it nice and pinkish red.  There 

should be a LOT of vegetables here:  about 2 or 3:1 as far as vegetable to pasta ratio goes, so you will need to jigger the 

dressing accordingly by adding the juice of half a lemon or enough extra dressing and/or onion to make it sing.  Crumble 

the nice salty feta on top, donõt spare the pepper grinder, and dig in. 
 
 

 
Thanks to David Crawford, County Extension Director & 4-H Youth Educator, for the website link and recipes above 

that make use of those pesky Purslane weeds!  Have something to share? Send in your recipes or websites for future editions. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Goosefoot
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7th Street Garden 
2011 MGV Project at the Fairgrounds 
 The 7th Street garden planning began in February with a 
meeting of co-leaders Cathy Henson and Nancy Tressel. 
 
The first meeting with 4-H/Clover Buds was held on April 
17th inside the meeting room at the Junior Fair Board 
Office.  The take home hands-on project involved starting a 
sweet potato plant with a quart jar, toothpicks, and a potato.  They also started that day the 
planting of a millet seed and cuttings from a sweet potato plant.  Everything was taken 
home to germinate, root and grow for the 7th Street Garden Project. 
 
On June 7th, a total of 22 workers met at the 7th Street Garden to plant annuals and mulch. 
The Clover buds proudly planted their sweet potato plants.  The photos show the success 
they had with the project.  Those in attendance for planting day included:  4-H kids, Clover 
          Bud k ids, parents, 4-H Leaders, MG’s, and MG’s Interns. 
 
          Our group was challenged in June to write an essay about their 
          experience with their 4-H project this year.  The contest was sponsored by the Gail Davis Agency 
          with cash awards to the winners.  We are happy to report that the following group of 8 young 
          people were invited to a picnic at Price Park in North Canton to be recognized and receive their 
          awards:   Matthew Wentling, Chase  Snyder, Justin Christman, 
          Madison and Mackenzie Weber, and Emma, Olivia, and Elissa Snyder. 
          The kids ranged in ages from 8-16 years old.   
 
          The 7th Street Garden was featured this July on the Annual Garden 
          Tour in the city.  The kids showed up the week before to deadhead, 
          weed and tidy up the garden for the tour and the upcoming Italian/ 
          American Festival held at the fairgrounds. 
 
      Another activity presented was to choose a favorite plant.  A picture from a flower 
   catalog, an internet site, or drawing was collected along with a sheet asking questions about 
their flower choice and they supplied the answers.  This project was mounted on neon poster board 
and will be hidden and on display at the fair.  Their job is to find their poster at the fair and in turn 
receive coupons for free fair food! 
 
The last project for this year was the students making their own rain gauge.  With plastic pop bottles 
Plaster of Paris, stones, and plastic ruler, the kids made rain gauges with the assistance of MG’s.  The take-home project also 
included a weekly rain chart to record rainfall for the next two weeks.  At the fair, they will turn in their charts for what else but 
a good treat they will enjoy!  The 7th Street Project in review was an amazing year with lots of participation and rewards. 

   ~~Nancy Tressel - MGV Class of ô99 
 

             Co-Leaders- Cathy Henson & Nancy Tressel 

             Education & Photos - Cathy 

             Scheduling/Communications - Nancy 

              

             Other MGV’s Involved:  Bud Edgell, Caroline Katigbak, 

             Rita Mullet, Diane Patris, Carroll Ripple, Rhonda 

             Snyder    MGV Interns:  Robin Forgan, Tracey Michel  
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DIAGNOSTIC UPDATE FOR 
MASTER GARDENER VOLUNTEERS 

 
What:   
Hone your diagnostic skills and learn more about diagnosing 
plant problems with this one-day class.  The class includes 
presentations as well as hands-on samples that provide an 
opportunity for learning more about specific insect and 
disease problems.  Participants will be given a chance to 
identify plant samples and learn about the specific problem.   
 
Each county in attendance will receive a copy of Whitney 
Cranshaw's "Garden Insects of North America."  This 656 page 
book has lots of great color photos of many common pests 
that we come across on the helpline.  Instructors:  Amy Stone 
(First Detector Training); Curtis Young, Jim Chatfield and Erik 
Draper (Diagnostic Sampling & Teaching) 
 
When:   September 12th, 2011, 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
 
Where:   CanalWay Center, Cleveland Metroparks, located on 
Whittlesey Way, off the East 49th Street entrance of Ohio 
& Erie Canal Reservation, between Grant Avenue and Canal 
Road in Cuyahoga Heights, OH. 
 
Topics include:  Becoming part of the national First Detector 
network, diagnostic skills necessary to work on the helpline, 
and hands on diagnostics in the afternoon.  Participants 
completing this course will be Ohio First Detectors.  Learn 
more about the program at  http://ppdc.osu.edu 
 
Cost:  $25.00 includes lunch, snacks, and any materials 
(No Bouus Bucks) 
 
For flyer and registration form, go to 
http://cuyahogamg.org/OMGAdvancedTrng 
 
 
 

Newsletter  
Send your information to be included in the newsletter!  
Anyone can submit information, and chairpersons and 
project/activity leaders are encouraged to submit: 

 details on programs/projects (along with some photographs)  

 interesting gardening articles, information, or ideas you’d like 
to share 

 garden humor or jokes 

 continuing education classes offered at local garden centers, 
parks, etc. 

GardenerDanielle@att.net 
 

Newsletter Deadline Dates:   
October 17   Published on October 21 
December 12  Published on December 16 
 

The Master Gardeners of Stark County 
cordially invite you to join them at their 

Autumn Gardening Symposium 
 

BOTANICA 2011: 
BEYOND THE BASICS 

 

Saturday, Oct. 1, 2011 
9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
(Doors will open at 8:45 a.m.) 

 
John Knox Presbyterian Church 

5155 Eastlake St., NW Å N.Canton, OH 44720 
(across from Stark State College) 

Directions:  Rt. 77 - Exit Portage St. to Frank Avenue NW, south to Eastlake St. 
 

Gardening Public $25 Å Stark MGVs $20 
 
  

Keynote Speaker, Doug Parkinson 
Euro-American Proven Winners Plants that say, WOW! 

  

Lois Rose, Edible Landscaper 
The Tasty Landscape 

  

Denise Ellsworth, OSU Horticultural Educator 
Mulching Madness ï Good Intentions Gone Mad 

  

Joan Gangle, Rosarian 
Over Wintering ï Good Night, Rose! 

  
 

For more information contact Registrar, P. Kiehl  
at 330-645-1740 or commstat@sbcglobal.net 

   

Deadline to Register is 
SEPTEMBER 17, 2011 
Walk-ins welcome $30 

(if space & materials are available) 
 


